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Historic  Ohio  Bugle 
Sounds  Again  for  Abe 

By  DICK  PERGLEE 

"Ta-ta-ta-da-ta.  ..." 

The  brassy  tones  of  a  historic  bugle  blared  through 

a  sixth  grade  classroom  at  Oxford  Elementary  School, 
!  Cleveland  Heights,  today. 

Proud  blower  of  the  notes  let  had  changed  the  course  of 

was  John  Marshall  Coe,  11,  of  history. 

856  Medford  Rd.,  Cleveland  Ohio's  picked  contingent  was 
Heights,  whose  great-grandfa-  standing  guard  when  Lincoln 
ther,  Hiram  Cook,  blew  it  on  died  of  his  wound,  and  the 
the  night  of  Apr.  14,  1865,  to  bugle  which  John  blew  today 
summon  Ohio's  mounted  honor  was  the  first  to  sound  taps  for 
guard  for  a  scramble  down  the  man  who  saved  the  Union. 
Pennsylvania  Ave.  to  the  side  John  Ruck,  student  at  West 
of  the  dying  President  Abra-  Technical  High  School,  blew 
ham  Lincoln.  taps  at  the  annual  Lincoln  Day 
John  has  been  practicing  for  service  on  the  Mall,  at  the  Lin- 
weeks,  preparing  to  sound  off  coln  statue  m  front  of  tne 
on  the  family  heirloom  for  his  Board  of  Education  Bldg. 
classmates  on  Lincoln's  Birth-  ,  The  Sons  and  Daughters  of 
,jay_  Union  Veterans  will  hold  their 

annual  dinner  in  Hotel  Statler 

Told  to  Grandfather  this  evening. 

The  story  of  the  Ohio  horse- 
men's swift  ride  to  surround 
Ford's  Theater  in  Washington, 
where  Lincoln  had  been  shot  by 
John  Wilkes  Booth,  is  well  re- 
membered by  John's  family,  as 
told  by  his  great-grandfather  to 
his  grandfather,  Howard  Cook, 
65,  of  3865  Woodbridge  Rd., 
I  Cleveland  Heights. 

David  Tod,  Civil  War  gov- 
ernor of  tlje  Buckeye  State, 
had  offered  Lincoln  a  personal 
body  guard  of  88  selected 
Ohioans,  one  from  each  county. 
Each  man  rode  a  black  horse 

!  with  black  saddle  and  silver 

|  trappings.  They  were  quar- 
tered on  the  White  House 
grounds. 

The  Buckeye  contingent  was 
in  the  saddle  and  on  the  way 
to  the  theater  seven  minutes 
after  the  shooting.  Pedestrians 
were  bowled  into  the  mud  as 
the  company  galloped  to  the 
scene  where  an  assassin's  bul- 


HISTORIC  BUGLE  that  summoned  Ohio  honor  guard  to 
side  of  dying  President  Abraham  Lincoln  is  sounded  by 
John  Marshall  Coe,  11,  for  his  sixth  grade  classmates. 


SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION 
THE  NATIONAL  MUSEUM  OF  HISTORY  AND  TECHNOLOGY 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20560 


June  U,  1973 


Mr.  Hark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 
Editor,  Lincoln  Lore 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Fort  Wayne j  Indiana  U6801 

Dear  Mr.  Neely: 


Enclosed  you  will  find  articles  concerning  our  most  recent 
accessions  of  objects  associated  with  Abraham  Lincoln  complete 
with  photographs  which  you  may  find  appropriate  for  inclusion  in 
Lincoln  Lore.    We  are  most  fortunate  in  having  such  an  outstanding 
Lincoln  collection  here  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  I  think 
the  public  should  be  made  aware  of  it-      As  time  permits,  I  shall 
try  to  write  up  some  of  the  other  Lincolniana  in  the  national 
collections . 

With  best  wishes, 


Sincerely  yours, 


Herbert  R.  Collins 

Associate  Curator 

Division  of  Political  History 
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Lincoln  funeral  bugle  (Accession  ^ ^^34  >  donor:  Howard-Cook-) 

"A  great  crowd  of  people  had  gathered  for  the  last  scene 
of  tragedy.    They  stood  in  absolute  silence  with  uncovered 
heads,  while  I  raised  my  bugle  to  my  lips  and  sounded  taps 
over  the  body  of  Abraham  Lincoln." 

Those  were  the  words  of  Hiram  Cook  describing  the  scene 
at  the  railroad  station  in  Washington,  D.C.  as  the  funeral  train 
departed  for  its  long  journey  to  Springfield,  Illinois- 

The  young  man  was  in  1865  stationed  in  the  barracks  at 
Fifteenth  Street  in  Washington,  D.C.    He  was  a  member  of  the 
Seventh  Independent  Company,  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  also 
known  as  The  Union  Light  Guard  which  Has  formed  in  I863  by 
Governor  Tod  of  Ohio  and  sent  to  Washington  as  the  President's 
guard  to  be  posted  at  the  President's  House  ana  important 
government  buildings.    Mr.  Cook  was  the  bugler  for  the  Guard 
and  always  rode  near  the  head  of  the  troops  and  the  President's 
carriage. 

At  the  time  of  learning  of  the  attack  on  Seward,  Mr.  Cook 
sounded  "Boots  and  Sadies"  and  led  his  men  to  the  residence  of 
Seward,  having  been  stopped  by  a  man  on  the  way  who  yelled 
"For  God's  sake,  go  to  Ford's  Theatre.    President  Lincoln  has 
been  shot/'    To  Ford's  Theatre  they  went  to  find  them  carrying 
the  President's  body  across  the  street.    They  stood  guard  until 
the  death  toll  at  7  A.M.  the  next  morning. 
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